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The subject of human sacrifice, is one
which possesses interest of the deepest na-
ture ; and to the religious or philosophical
enquirer into the history of nations, it pre-
sents material for study and reflection,,
unequalled by any other. Startling and
appalling to human contemplation, as those
institutes appear which prescribed Murder,
as a rite acceptable to the deities, it is ne-
cessary to inspect and to review the whole
fabric of the religious tenets of their pagan
practisers, before the character of such ob-
lations can be distinctly and rightly un-
derstood.

The doctrine of metempsychosis deprives
self-sacrifice, which is yet common among
Hindoo devotees, of the most fear-inspir-
ing, and mysterious terrors attendant upon
death; and the belief that the sins of a
being, sacrificed to the terrible Cali, are
forgiven, and the spirit of the victim re-
ceived into the courts of heaven, as the first
drop of his warm blood falls at the altar's
foot, removed, doubtless, from the mind of
the sacrificer, those dreadful and over-